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Changes:

I have chosen not to change anything in my personal Philosophy Statement at this time.
I created my Philosophy Statement in May of 2012, I decided at that time to align personal beliefs with the guidelines for Developmentally Appropriate Practices with in National Association for the Education of Young Children framework. I felt that Naeyc was the best place to create personal best practice for myself. And as continue learn and grow I align my teaching practices and my education to four ideals or beliefs. My first belief is in children, they have a natural understanding of the world. During this semester I discover something about my belief in children, I am not sure when it happened or how, I believe I saw one of the teachers interact with a child; I am not even sure what she said,  she was being  very supportive. I realized that not only do I have a belief in children all of them.  I find that I believe in them as well. Somehow that teacher was able to let that child know that she was sure that he could do it. She believed in him.
My second belief is in teaching, intentional teaching, purposeful teaching. And although I do this for a living and I like to think that I try to do my best, the reality can be that it becomes just good intentions. Having the opportunity this semester to actually visualize what intentional and purposeful teaching looks like, the dissecting into small pieces activities that I thought I could do with my eyes closed, only to realize that  so much information can be so easily overlooked, without even  knowing it. This of course goes with my third belief planning and preparing those rich environments.

 I have so enjoyed my experiences in my Lab class. It has been wonderful to see a classroom study organically grows and develops out of children’s discoveries. It reaffirms my belief that it is so important to create rich and learning environments. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]My fourth and final belief is in parents and families. I believe that parents and families can add to a just that extra element to a classroom community. It was a pleasant surprise to see how involved parents were at the college Lab school. It is a testament to the teachers that they welcome parents and appreciate their contribution. I believe I saw at least one parent every other week doing something, cooking, reading, grinding wheat and even just visiting. Many of these parents are busy college students. (I would really like to know the secret to this one)
I am proud to be an early childhood educator. I value my relationships with my children, my families, my peers and my teachers. I take seriously my responsibility to conduct myself in the most professional manner. It has been a pleasure to associate with many who have the same professional integrity. 
Although I chosen not to change anything in my Personal Philosophy I believe that I have personally changed. I have learned a lot about myself, just little things here and there that remind me that I love what I do. 
Our text states, “When teachers created a safe and supportive place for children to experience the unique joys of childhood, children thrive—and their teacher will also.”(Bredekamp pg.13)
This is true because. . . I believe that I thrive when I am teaching!


