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Concept of Race 


We are more than the color of our skin, the texture of our hair or language that we speak. We are more than a “race’ of people. Biologically, we as a species exhibit a continuous range of expression. Our text states that “it is difficult if not impossible, to draw distinct boundaries between populations with regards to traits”. (Pg.311-34.)
There are more concepts of race than could possibly be counted; stating with the traits based concepts where an individual possesses a few biological/physical l characteristics.
Johann Friedrich Blumenbach is generally credited with producing the first taxonomy of race in his volume, On the Natural Variety of Mankind, published in 1775, providing some identification names such as Mongoloid, Indian, Caucasoid, and Negroid. Another concept of race is placed based; this is determined by where a person might live or where your “people” came from geographically. Carolus Linnaeus developed a place based identification system or taxonomy. Here skin and hair were important as was facial features. One more concept race as it   gets closer to science; the population concept of race comes from living within a certain population. (Johnston 2004)
Considering populations and the concept of race, the United State Census has it’s concept of race as it is published on its website; The Census Bureau collects racial data in accordance with guidelines provided by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB), and these data are based on self-identification. The racial categories included in the census questionnaire generally reflect a social definition of race recognized in this country and not an attempt to define race biologically, anthropologically, or genetically. 

In addition, it is recognized that the categories of the race item include racial and national origin or sociocultural groups. People may choose to report more than one race to indicate their racial mixture, such as “American Indian” and “White.” People who identify their origin as Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish may be of any race. OMB requires five minimum categories: White, Black or African American, American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander.  It may not be an attempt to define race but the confusion with the term race and national origin and/or ethnicity still blurs the line of what defines race.   
It appears that humans instinctively have the need to create categories or sort things out to help them understand their world, and science creates and relies on data that attempts to neatly catalog information including race. 
The concept that we needed to be sorted goes back hundreds of years. With many different types reasons and criteria for how and why we needed to be sorted. 
From a Biological perspective human subspecies don’t exist; even with hundreds of years of research and many wonderful discoveries and some very significant changes in the understanding of human variation there has been little change within the language and the definition of race. Our text states that “in its most common biological usage the term race refers to geographical pattered of phenotype variation within a species.  What is funny is that biologist now almost never refers to races of other species.  The text further states, “Anthropologists recognize that such outdated concepts of race are no longer valid, because the amount of genetic variation accounted for by difference between groups is vastly exceeded by the variation that exists within groups”  Most variation is are within, not between races. 
We as humans are members of the same polytypic species, Homo sapiens. (polytypic referring to species as part of a population that differ in the expression of one or more traits.)

 Again we are more than the color of our hair, the color of eyes, but we really have not been around long enough, nor have we been isolated enough to be separated into categories of race or subspecies. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Though I do not see a time or place when society stops categorizing by race. If we are to change how we think about race than we are going to have to define what race actually is and is not,  and be consistent throughout all society, the human society, the scientific society, and our governing society, this seems like a daunting task. But I believe that the discussion has started. Eric C Thompson, Ph.D. Assistant Professor Department of Sociology National University of Singapore in his article selected for publication in the AAA’s Anthropology News as part of the "Rethinking Race and Human Variation states, “A more complete argument is needed, such as: race is 1) a social construct that is 2) poorly descriptive of the phenomenon it seeks to describe and 3) has a long history of devastating consequences for individuals. The first part of this argument dislodges race from the realm of irrevocable biological fact. But it is the second and third parts of the argument that give us reason to seek alternative ways of understanding and describing humanity.” Our texts gives hope it states,” Given the rapid advances in genome studies, dividing the human species into racial categories is not a biologically meaningful way to look at human variation”.  The challenge science has in wonderful advancement is how to keep race out of it. 
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